
On 30 Nov 2010, the 824th Base Defense 

Squadron departed Moody AFB to take on 

another very important mission in Iraq.  

One of their duties will be to support U.S. 

Forces as they depart the country and 

provide security until all U.S. forces have 

departed.  They will also assist the Iraqi 

Army with the    transition and taking con-

trol of the country.  "Our squadrons in-

clude a handful of Air Force specialty 

codes ranging from security forces to per-

sonnel and communications," said Colo-

nel Richert. "However, for this specific 

mission we will mainly provide security 

instead of what we've usually done during previous deployments."  

The mission of the 820th BDG is to provide a "first -in", fully -integrated, self -

sustaining force protection capability. The group maintains a high operational tempo 

to support cyclic rotations of deployment, on -call, and reconstitution/training status.  

"Even though the mission they are performing isn't typical for them they will be a 

valuable addition to downrange capabilities," said Colonel Richert.  

824th Deploys 

With their bags packed and weapons on hand, a 

group of individuals from the 820th Base De-

fense Group were ready to go to Afghanistan for 

the first time under the new unit name. This de-

ployment tasking,  is nothing new to the 820th 

BDG, as they were the first on the ground when 

they took over the mission at Camp Bucca, Iraq, 

from the U.S. Army.  With a projected expansion 

of approximately 40 Afghan Air Force aircraft 

and 900 personnel by 2015, the air base they are going to will need more members to 

secure it.  

"Since it will become a bigger base, they need more people to provide security," 

Captain Snell said. "We would like to hopefully enhance the training for all the new 

Afghan security forces members arriving."  
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Above :  2nd Lt. John Rulien, 

824th Base Defense Squadron 

C-flight commander, recently 

boards a commercial aircraft 

as members of the 93rd Air 

Ground Operations Wing bid 

farewell to members of the 

squadron before departure to 

their deployment. Each mem-

ber was wished a safe trip from 

the 93rd AGOW commander, 

Col. John Horner. 

820th BDG heads to Afghanistan  



ñAs we reflect on 2010, we assess whether we have              
accomplished our resolutions we established for ourselves 
when we celebrated the dawn of the New Year.  But this 
Christmas holds even greater meaning for the 820

th
 BDG, as 

our Airman are once again positioned at the "tip of the spear," 
protecting expeditionary forces in Iraq and Afghanistan.  
 
 We prepare to enjoy Christmas this year, we celebrate 
the true meaning of this turning our hearts to our families and 
lest we forget those families whose loved ones are deployed.  
Christmas is a time for sharing and reaching out to support 
our own across the seas fighting for democracy.  I encourage 
everyone to remember all our troops in harmôs way and     
support the families through this holiday season.   
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ñIf you are going 

to achieve 

excellence in big 

things, you 

develop the habit 

in little matters. 

Excellence is not 

an exception, it is 

a prevailing 

attitude.ò 

 

Ret Gen          

Colin Powell  

Joined To Fight

 


