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Commanderõs Comments 
 
2011 is upon us with ongoing deployments and numerous 
training events and activities designed to build on our   
combat capabilities. Our mission is to attack the New Year 
with a renewed effort and focused agenda.  Our 820 th Sight 
Picture is now on the street and it flows downward from the 

Air Staff, through HQ ACC, right down to the most junior Airman in our     
organization.  Every 820 th Warrior should be able to understand, articulate, 
and carry out our mission with the full knowledge of why we do what we do.  
If you donôt know, ask!  If you donôt understand after that, come see me.   
Additionally, weôve reinvigorated our Airborne, Air Assault, and other     
training programs with the intent to make you better warriors.  This costs 
money and we are fighting for more every day, your part of the contract is to 
work smart and work hard to make yourself better and your team better.  
One of my goals is to stress you in trainingéCombat should not be the first 
time you face adversity and then have to drive on to carry out the mission.  
This is criticaléwe need to train harder and tougher so we become harder 
and tougher.  We donôt have to get ñmeanò to do this, it can be do smartly 
and with a focus on the training objective; however, everyone has to buy in 
and commit themselves to working harder.   
I imagine that we will continue to have to display our capabilities to many 
visitors and dignitariesékeep showing them what you can do so they keep 
advocating for our support.  Along with that, we are hosting another       
SAFESIDE reunion in June.  Mr. LeFever discusses that organization and the 
reunion in more detail later, but I want to remind you that many SAFESIDE 
base defenders went before us.  We can continue to honor their sacrifice 
and yours by continuing in the organizations theyôve created. Both the   
SAFESIDE association and the Air Force Security Forces Association offer a 
great opportunity to do this.  You may not know that both organizations lend 
regular support to the 820 th BDG through monetary and other meanséThese 
associations keep our history alive and ensure our troops are taken care of 
by having a voice to support our wounded warriors and families. Mr.         
LeFeverôs article will detail how you can become a member of both of these 
great organizationsé 
OK teaméLetôs get after it 
and get óer done! 
ˈJOINED TO FIGHT! 
 
Col Richert  

ñExcellence is not an 

act but a habit. The 

things you do the 

most are the things 

you will do best.ò 

 

Marva Collins, Educator  



After more than 27 years Lt Col Steven Dale has 

retired.  On 7 Jan 2011, Lt Col Dale put on his 

boots for the last time.  The retirement           

ceremony was held at the 820th BDG with      

several in attendance.  Col Richert presided over 

the ceremony.   Col Dale was a great asset to the 

820 BDG and his leadership will be missed.   

Lt Col Steven Dale Retires  

It seemed it was just a few days ago the 820th sent 

Airmen out on multiple deployments.  For the   

families of the Airmen downrange it more than 

likely feels like an eternity.  Several families whose 

loved one recently deployed had the opportunity to 

talk to their Airmen via Video Conferencing.  The 

families all enjoyed the opportunity and were 

grateful to see their family members safe in their 

deployed environments.   
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820th Airmen Communicate With Families Across The World  
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ñA man should 
never neglect 
his family for 
businessò 

 

 

Walt Disney  


